
On Being a Musician
Getting more out of the dots



Overview
What are the elements of a song? 
• Themes 
• Meter and rhythm 
• Melody and harmony 
• Form and contour 
• Volume and tempo 



Themes
Rhythm, Lyric or Melody 
• Rhythm song 
• The rhythm is the main feature or strength 
• Strong pulsing beat 
• A toe-tapper 

• Honey L’il Lize 
• The Moment I saw your Eyes 
• Alexander’s Ragtime Band 



Themes cont

• Lyric song 
• The lyric is the main feature or strength 
• Emotive words telling a meaningful story 
• Thought-provoking 

• Masquerade 
• Bandstand in Central Park



Themes cont

• Melody song 
• The melody is the main feature or strength 
• A memorable tune that sings well 
• Delicious 

• Shenendoah 
• Where the Southern Roses Grow 
• Lara’s Theme 



More on the element of rhythm
• Downbeat 

• Alexander’s 
• Tootsie 

• Backbeat 
• Down by the Riverside 
• Georgia 

• Swing 
• Don’t Be a Baby 

• Driving 
• Chordbuster 
• Running Wild 



Meter and rhythm
• The meter of a song gives the beats per bar 
• Is the song 2/4, 3/4, 4/4, or something else? 
• What should the accented beats be? 
• The triplet feel  
• Driving, backbeat, triplet 
• Georgia 
• Beginning to See the Light 
• Chattanooga Choo Choo



More on the element of melody
• A good composer writes a melody that complements the 

lyric and is mindful of the rhythms 
• Moment I Saw Your Eyes 

• “Presto changeo” 
• “Your adorable eyes” 
• “A lucky surprise” 
• Key change at “burning higher” 

• Somewhere Over the Rainbow 
• What’ll I Do 



More on the element of lyric
• A good lyricist will write a song that tells a 

heartfelt story with a peak of emotion near the end 
• What a Wonderful World 
• Heart of My Heart 
• What’ll I Do 



The elements of form and contour
• All songs have an overall form that can be broken down into separate parts 
• Most songs have a bridge or ‘middle’ section 

• Orange Coloured Sky 
• Somewhere Over the Rainbow 
• Beginning to See the Light 
• If You Loved Me 

• Within the form are phrases 
• Within phrases several ideas can be found 
• Within ideas, words are important 
• How we perform the words, ideas, phrases and the overall form gives a 

song contours that make it interesting 



Art of Performance 
and Musicianship

A person’s inner and honest 
feelings are expressed by:



• The words they say (7%) 
• The tone and inflection or how 

they speak (38%) 
• Expression of physical presence 

(eyes, face, posture, body 
positions etc.) (55%) 

   -F H. Patton, Management 
and Leadership.



The 3 elements of effective 
communication

• Aural: The actual content of the 
sound. The word and its meaning. 

• Tonal: Sound quality changes that 
enhance the meaning of the words. 

• Physical: The reaction to, anticipation 
of or complementary body gesture of 
the meaning, timing and interest 
given to the word or phrase.



• These 3 elements are 
present whenever we 
communicate.  

• The absence of one reduces 
the value and effectiveness 
of those that remain.



Gesture

• “Outward gesture is only an 
echo of the inward feeling that 
gave birth to it and rules it and 
must be inferior to it.” 

• “Nothing is more deplorable 
than a gesture without motive, 
without meaning.” 

   Ted Shawn `Every Little 
Movement’.



What is gesture?

• Gesture is our very body 
posture, facial expression, 
angle of the head, tilt of the 
torso, position of the feet 
and so on.


